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About Maria 
Montessori
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Maria Montessori was an Italian physician and educator 
who developed the Montessori method of education. 
She was a pioneer in the field, with 
a deep understanding of child 
development and advocated the Rights of 
the Child. Montessori was the first woman 
to graduate from medical school in Italy, 
and her observations and work with children led her to 
create an educational philosophy focused on fostering 
each child’s natural curiosity and love of learning. Her 
legacy includes the establishment of 
Montessori schools worldwide, where her 
methods continue to empower children 
to become independent, self-motivated learners with 
a strong sense of self and social responsibility.



About Montessori 
Education

Montessori education is an approach that
emphasizes spontaneous learning, self-discipline
and fosters child’s natural physical,
cognitive, emotional and social development. It is
characterized by mixed-age classrooms, choice of
activity, and uninterrupted blocks of work
time, allowing children to explore and learn at
their own pace. The method values self-directed
activity, hands-on learning, and independence.

Teachers act as guides, observing and redirecting
children as needed, rather than dictating their
learning. This approach aims to foster children
into capable self-confident individuals who have a
sense of fulfilment, lifelong love of learning, self-
discipline, and a sense of agency to connect and
contribute to make this world a better place.
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Association Montessori Internationale was founded by Maria
Montessori in 1929 to protect her intellectual work and pedagogical
methods. AMI is headquartered in Netherlands. and carries on the
legacy of Dr. Montessori’s educational approach without
compromising its integrity. AMI is the recognized authority for
those interested in applying the Montessori approach at multiple
levels—from education to humanitarian causes to research and the
broader physical and social environment. AMI serves as the network
and community that applies the principles of Montessori in many
aspects of life and living, adapting it across continents and cultures
to help children develop their true potential and make a difference
in the world AMI Montessori Certified Teachers help in developing
each child’s full potential by creating learning environments that are
hands-on, self-paced, collaborative, and joyful—everything that’s
needed to create a lifelong, active learner. About AMI
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Sir Ratan Tata Institute, established in 1928 by 
Lady Navajbai Tata and the Stri Zarthostri Mandal, is 
a distinguished NGO dedicated to empowering women 
by providing employment opportunities. The 
RTI conducts various activities, including cooking, tailoring,
embroidery, and Montessori teacher training units, The 
food division serves seven locations across 
Mumbai, diversifying its offerings as well as ‘The Landmark,’ 
a multi-purpose venue, providing a unique space for 
various events. The core mission of the 
institute is to offer employment opportunities for less 
privileged women, instilling in them a sense of dignity, self-
reliance, and respect within society.

The course will be conducted at the premises of the 
Sir Ratan Tata Institute ( RTI ) located at -

Sir Ratan Tata Institute (Annex) 30, N S Patkar 
Marg, Hughes Road, Grant Road, Mumbai - 400007



About the Trainer
This course will be conducted by AMI 0 -3 trainer
Vibhuti Jain. She earned her AMI diploma at the 0-3
level in 2009. She joined the Training of Trainers
program in 2017 where she was attached to TMI
Denver, USA for 2 courses and then to Chongqing,
China for the third course. She also participated in
the 0-3 seminars at Vic, Spain. She earned her
Trainer status in February 2022. She has served as
a Director of Training for AMI 0-3 diploma courses at
Mumbai and Beijing and is currently the Director of
Training for the AMI 0-3 diploma course at Lagos,
Nigeria. She has conducted more than 10
Orientation courses and has served as an examiner
on various 0-3 Montessori diploma courses. She
believes that Montessori Education at the 0-3 level
is foundational to human development and holds
the key to creating a better world.
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Course Description
• This is an AMI certified diploma 

course involving in-depth study of 
Montessori Pedagogy, medical, 
physical and psychological 
developmental approaches towards 
child development from 0 -3 years.

Course Delivery
• First Module -22nd April- 14th June 

2024 - 8 weeks (in person)
• Second Module – 6th Jan- 31st Jan 

2025- 4 weeks (online)
• Third Module- 21st April - 8th June 

2025- 7 weeks (in person)

Course Eligibility
• Any person who is a graduate and is 

interested in learning about the 
child under 3 years can apply for the 
course. Students need to be 
proficient in the use of computers, 
have access to good quality internet 
as well as email. Students need to 
be well-versed in written and 
spoken English. Students who are 
not graduates can be considered for 
enrollment on a case to case basis.



The Application form needs to be complete and 25% percent of the fee should accompany the
application form so that we can begin the admission process with a payment plan. Students
wishing to enroll for the 2024 – 2025 Assistants to Infancy/0-3 years Course may do so at any
time before April 15th, 2023 as long as maximum enrollment has not been reached.
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The application form needs to be duly filled in and emailed to -
course0to3rtimontessori@gmail.com
The application form needs to have the following documents: -

 1 recent passport size photographs
 A scanned and self-attested copy of relevant Identity card (Aadhar Card or passport valid for the 

duration of the course)
 One reference letter from person of professional standing in the community, confirming the 

applicant’s suitability for the course.
 A scanned and self-attested copy of your last educational qualification certificate or equivalent.
 A scanned and self-attested copy of Montessori Diploma or Orientation /Assistant course at any 

other level.
 At least 25% needs to be paid with the application form to confirm the seat, with the balance 

amount to be paid before the course commencement.



December 
2024

April 2024
At the time of 

Admission
Total-INR

AMI 
Membership-

INR

IMF 
Membership-

INR
Fee

INDIAN 
STUDENTS

78,00060,00060,8001,98,8002,3001,5001,95,000

Early Bird 
Tuition Fee 
inclusive of 

GST

63,00075,00075,8002,13,8002,3001,5002,10,000
Post March 

15th

53,0001,00,0001,00,8002,53,8002,3001,500

INR 2,50,000 
/ USD 3030 
(Incl. 20 USD 

for bank 
charges)

NON - INDIAN 
STUDENTS 
(No Early 

Bird)

We would prefer complete payment at the time of 
admission but the following can be offered in case needed.
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a) 90 % attendance for lectures.
b) 100 % attendance in supervised practice.
c) 250 hours of observations with submission of notes and 

summaries.
d) Material Making Requirements.
e) Completed Albums.
f) Practice Teaching.

Students need to fulfil the following in order to earn the AMI diploma:
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a) Academic dishonesty – cheating in exams or replicating 
another student’s work or plagiarism of any kind.

b) Recording of lectures or presentations in any form.

Any of the following will result in termination from the course :

We have a nondiscrimination policy and accept all students irrespective of their race, 
creed, age, sexual orientation, nationality, caste or culture. We expect the students to 
exhibit kind and courteous behavior to peers and staff at all times.



Career Opportunities

Successful completion of the course which
includes fulfilling all the requirement of
certification will result in a AMI Diploma.
Successful candidates can work with
parents, set up and lead Montessori
environments for children under 3 years.
AMI certified diploma is recognized in
most places across the world and offers
lucrative job opportunities. Upon
successful completion of the course,
students can work as teachers, set up early
care centers, set up educational
institutions, advice parents etc.
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Course Content
The course comprises of lectures and demonstration 
lectures/presentations in the following areas :

• Montessori Pedagogy –These lectures will provide 
students an understanding of the Montessori 
philosophy primarily in context with the child under 3 
years, which is the foundation of our work.

• Medical Text- This comprises of Anatomy 
and Physiology, Obstetrics, Nutrition, and Hygiene. The 
purpose of these lectures is to provide an overview of 
basic body systems in relation with other areas of 
course content, information on pregnancy, birth, 
puerperium, relationship between 
physiology and psychology of the fetus and mother 
and how it aids development 
throughout life, correlation between nutrition 
and development and an understanding of prenatal 
hygiene as well as information on child health, safety 
and pediatric concerns of the new born and children 
under 3 years.
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Course Content
• Foundations of Personality Development - These lectures 

focus on understanding of the developing brain of the child 
as well the aspect of the physical and human environment 
that influences the development of the personality of the 
child.

• Community Environments- This focused on the practical 
guidance and principals required to set up communities for 
infants and young children. These include demonstration 
lectures on how to present developmental materials to 
children in language, art, music, practical life as well as food 
preparation.

• Psycho-Sensory Motor Development – These include 
lectures and demonstration lectures on activities for visual, 
tactile and auditory experiences, activities for development, 
and refinement of equilibrium and eye-hand coordination.

• Home Environment- This focuses on the lectures and 
rationale behind setting up home environment to meet the 
developmental needs of the child.

16



Upkeep of the Environment
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Environmental duties will be assigned to students during 
the second module on a rotation basis where they will be 
responsible for cleaning and maintaining the environment 
as a preparation for their work as Montessori Educators.

Supervised Practice 

100 % attendance is needed for supervised practice. 
Students will engage in practicing with the materials in 
order to understand their theoretical and practical 
applications. Students will individually practice how to 
practically present activities to the child and reflect on 
the effectiveness of the presentation and its essential 
elements in respect to the development of the child.

Observation

Observation is the most important task of a Montessori 
Educator. During the interim period of the modular course, 
students need to undertake 250 observation hours of children 
of different ages and will be required to submit observation 
hours and developmental summaries as guided by the Director 
of Training.



Practice Teaching
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Practice teaching is required for a minimum number of 20 hours in 0-3 
environments and must be completed satisfactorily. Each student undertakes a self-
assessment of their practice and is also assessed by those responsible for the 
environment.

Material Making
This is an integral part of our work as a Montessori Educator. Creating materials 
with our hands is a transformative exercise, that helps us understand value to these 
materials for children. There will be some sewing assignments for which students 
will need to have access to a sewing machine during the first module. Students will 
be offered detailed tutorials during the course and guided in the process of making 
materials. These materials need to be approved by the Training Staff and will also 
be reviewed by the external examiner.

Interim Assignments
In the interim period between the two modules, students are expected to complete the albums, material 
making assignments from the first module as well as complete 250 hours of observations, with an aim to 
observe for 20-25 hours and write summaries every month. Details on how to observe, and how to summarize 
will be shared during the course



Theory Discussion Groups
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These are structured to lead the students into discussion
groups where students can individually and collectively
deepen their understanding of Montessori philosophy and
pedagogy in the light of their growing experience.
Questions will be posted beforehand which the students
could use to discuss in their break out groups in the first
module.

Reading Sessions
This will be the asynchronous part of the student’s work,
students are expected to purchase the books and read
them along the lectures to connect with Dr. Montessori’s
ideas and perspective. This helps to deepen one’s own
understanding and make full advantage of the course. We
will also aim to have a few guided reading sessions.

Review Sessions

These sessions are held in the second module to enable students to review their understanding of the 
theoretical and practical aspects of the Montessori Education and help them prepare for the final written 
examinations. Review sessions and Mini Oral exams are also held to help the students prepare for the final 
oral examinations.



Written Assignments
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Students are expected to create original curriculum manual or albums which are composed of lecture
notes, illustrations, explanation pertaining to Montessori teaching techniques and materials in each of the
area. These manuals or albums reflect the curriculum and are evidence of student’s synthesis of
knowledge. They become personal reference material and hand book to support the students in their
future work with children. Students will be expected to send their written assignments, that is their lecture
notes to the readers assigned to them via email every week. Once the readers find their work satisfactory,
the students can print and place them in the album. Students are expected to submit their albums to the
training staff for final approval as well as present them to the external examiners during the final oral
examination to review.

Written Examinations

We will hold practice exams in the first module to have students practice writing an exam. There will be two
final written exams in the second module, Paper A and Paper B. Each exam is for 3 hours, administered by
the Training staff. Students need to select 4 out of 7 questions offered on each examination. A passing
grade of 50 points is required on each examination



Oral Examinations
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Each student is required to demonstrate their 
knowledge of theory and practical application of 
Montessori theory during a 2-hour oral examination 
before an examining committee of the Association 
Montessori international. A grade of 12.5 put of 25 
points in each of the four areas is required to pass 
the oral examination.

In order to sit for final examinations, all albums (materials reference books) and materials need to be 
complete and have received a pass.



By Dr Maria Montessori
• The Absorbent Mind
• The Secret of Childhood
• The Child in the Family
• Education for a New World
• The Formation of Man
• Maria Montessori’s 1946 London Lectures
• Citizen of the World: Key Montessori Readings

By Dr Silvana Montanaro
• Understanding the Human Being
• Medical Text (As revised and approved by AMI. To be 

made available by the Director of Training) 22

Required/ Compulsory Reading Recommended Reading

By Lise Eliot 

• What’s Going on in There? How the Brain 
and Mind Develop in the First Five Years 
of Life

By E.M. Standing 

• Maria Montessori: Her Life and Work By 
Dr Maria Montessori




